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Empowering Women and Men to End Their Own Hunger

April 1, 2008

L etter to the Editor
In response to “A ‘perfect storm’ of hunger,” Los Angeles Times,
April 1, 2008

Re: A ‘perfect storm’ of hunger

Sadly emergencies, food-related and other, are inevitable. They
can, however, be mitigated.

Consider the droughts that ravaged Malawi in 2005. Amid
widespread famine, certain communities emerged unscathed. What
set them apart? The answer isthey were not ‘ beneficiaries’ of the
current aid model. Instead, they were active partnersin a
development process focused on sustainable self-reliance.

Peopl e there had received skills training and access to microcredit.
Women (who farm 80% of Sub-Saharan Africa’ s food) had gained
access to agricultural training that improved productivity. In
addition to increasing their individual crops, they had created
community farms, and had processed and stored that food in
community food banks. When drought hit, they had the capacity to
cope.

Targeting international aid to empower people at the grassroots
level to successfully meet their challenges will pay long-term
dividends.
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